
                                                                  

10 DAY LESOTHO & DRAKENSBERG TOUR                                      
                                                       
   

Start & end in Johannesburg                                                          ZAR 26,750 per person sharing                                                                                                                          

HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                  

Dramatic montane landscapes of Drakensberg & Lesotho 

Sani Top hiking/pony trek & village visit                  

Visit the markets and mix with the people of Lesotho 

Amazing views from the Roof of Africa route 

Visit Leribe Craft Centre 

Dinosaur footprints dating back millions of years 

Lesotho culture and history at Thaba Bosiu 

Africa’s highest single-drop waterfall at Maletsunyane 

Bushman Rock Art at Giants Castle & Lesotho 

Wonderful hiking trails in Drakensberg                                                                                        

                                                    

ACCOMMODATION 

1 Night Malachite Manor Guesthouse, Underberg 

1 Night Sani Mountain Lodge, Lesotho 

1 Night Maliba Lodge, Lesotho  

1 Night Birdhaven Lodge, Lesotho                 

1 Night Semonkong Lodge, Lesotho 

1 Night Malachite Manor Guesthouse, Underberg   

3 Nights Giants Castle Resort, Drakensberg 

                                                                                                              

COST OF SAFARI 2021 & 2022  

1 Jan 2021 – 31 Oct 2022 - ZAR 26,750 per person sharing                                                           

  

Rates based on 2 people sharing                                                        

Single supplements may apply                                                                     

Accommodation subject to availability  

Rates exclude flights                                                     

 

OVERVIEW 
The awesome lofty landscapes of the Drakensberg and Lesotho 

combined with the culture, history and sightseeing in the Mountain 

Kingdom will provide some unforgettable experiences. 

Starting your journey in Johannesburg, you will take a flight to Pietermaritzburg and then be transferred to Malachite 

Manor in Underberg in the Southern Drakensberg. The next day you start your 5 Day Guided Lesotho Tour with Roof of 

Africa Tours who will take you on a wonderful adventure into the mountain kingdom where you will integrate with the Sotho 

people, learn about their culture and enjoy the magnificent landscapes. 
You will spend your first night in Lesotho at Sani Mountain Lodge, beautifully located on the escarpment, from where you 

can do some hiking or a pony trek along the plateau as well as a visit to a local Basotho village.  

The next day takes you along the Roof of Africa route with lunch at Afriski Mountain Resort. In the afternoon you will pass 

the world’s highest diamond mine and then visit the Bushman Rock Art site at Liphofung. Tonight you will stay in the 5 star 

Maliba Lodge in Tsehlanyane National Park. 

After an early breakfast on your third day in Lesotho you will visit the Dinosaur Footprints on the Subeng River and the 

Leribe Craft Centre before reaching the impressive Katse Dam. Your accommodation tonight is at Birdhaven Lodge in 

Hlotse.  

Departing Birdhaven Lodge the following morning, your journey takes you to Kome Caves that were originally inhabited by 

tribes escaping the Lifqane wars and cannibalism. Then to Thaba Bosiu, a prime historical and cultural site, and further to 

the capital Maseru where you will have lunch. Then back to the highlands to Semonkong Lodge where you will spend the 

night. 



                                                                  
In the morning you will hike or drive to Maletsunyane Falls, one of the longest single-drop Falls in Africa. You will now start 

making your way back to South Africa via Qacha’s Nek, arriving in Underberg in the late afternoon where you will spend 

another night at Malachite Manor. 

The following morning you will be collected and transferred to Giants Castle Resort in the Central Drakensberg where you 

will spend 3 nights enjoying the awesome views, wonderful hiking trails and Bushman Rock Art in this pristine natural 

environment.  

On your last day you will be transferred back to Pietermaritzburg for your flight to Johannesburg.  

  

LESOTHO 

 

The small Mountain Kingdom of Lesotho, known as the Kingdom of the Sky, is landlocked and surrounded by the Drakensberg 

and Maluti mountains. The lowest point in the country is 1,388 metres above sea level, the highest low point of any country in 

the world, while the summit of Thaba Ntlenyana is 3,482 metres above sea level, the loftiest peak south of Kilimanjaro. 

Lesotho is almost entirely mountainous and is known for its breathtaking highland vistas. Majestic landscapes include golden 

sandstone cliffs, basaltic peaks, undulating montane grasslands, spectacular waterfalls that plunge into deep canyons and 

myriads of streams and rivers. Midwinter months of June to August often bring heavy snowfalls and sub-zero temperatures that 

transform the waterfalls into beautiful icy sculptures.  

Lesotho is home to the Basotho people who live in traditional stone and thatch huts. Villagers on horseback in multicoloured 

blankets and balaclavas are a common sight throughout the country and create a distinct impression. The country is mainly rural 

with an agricultural economy and very little industrialisation. Shepherds roam the countryside on foot or horseback, accompanied by 

flocks of sheep and Merino goats whose coats are used to produce the wool and mohair handicrafts for which Lesotho is known. 

Ancient traditions remain part of a living 21st-century culture that both enthrals and welcomes visitors. 

The highlands and mountains of Lesotho offer many thrilling activities including hiking, Basotho pony trails, 4x4 trails, skiing, 

mountain biking, canoeing, fly-fishing and the world’s highest commercial abseil at Semonkong.  

Archaeological and historic highlights include dinosaur footprints dating back more than 200 million years, rock shelters adorned 

with centuries-old Bushman rock paintings and a host of 19th-century landmarks associated with King Moshoeshoe I and various 

early missionaries.  

 

THE DRAKENSBERG  

 

The Drakensberg is the highest mountain range south of Kilimanjaro and extends 200 kms along the border between KwaZulu 

Natal in South Africa and the mountain kingdom of Lesotho. Thaba Ntlenyana is just inside Lesotho and is the highest point 

in Southern Africa at 3,482 m. Mafadi is the highest peak in South Africa at 3,446 m. The mountains and foothills are known 

as Ukahlamba-Drakensberg Park, a World Heritage Site declared for its natural and cultural status.  

The natural value of this area lies not only in its beauty but more for its importance as South Africa’s central watershed. The 

sources of two of South Africa’s largest rivers are found here, the Orange and Tugela, and its watershed feeds a myriad of 

other rivers. Its cultural value lies in preserving the unique rock art and culture of the Bushmen who once lived here and who 

are the original inhabitants of Southern Africa. You will relish the relaxing atmosphere, scenic hiking trails and Bushman Rock 



                                                                  
Art at Giants Castle Resort with an ever changing kaleidoscope of light and dramatic scenery.  

 

 

ITINERARY 

DAY 1                                                      MALACHITE MANOR, UNDERBERG, SOUTHERN DRAKENSBERG 

Double/Twin Room  -  Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 

After clearing Customs this morning at OR Tambo Airport in 

Johannesburg, check in for your flight to Pietermaritzburg.  

On arrival at Pietermaritzburg Airport you will be met by a 

driver from EZ Shuttle who will display a Welcome Board with 

your names on it. The driver will be wearing a black and green 

uniform. You will then be transferred to Malachite Manor in 

Underberg, a journey of about 2 hours by road.   

Malachite Manor is a 4 Star Luxury Boutique Guest Lodge 

located near the small town of Underberg in the foothills of 

the Southern Drakensberg.  

Your accommodation is in a Double/Twin Room with Dinner and Breakfast included. Room facilities include an ensuite 

bathroom, flat screen TV, tea / coffee station, bar fridge, comfortable chairs for relaxing and an outdoor patio to enjoy the 

peace and tranquillity in the beautiful surroundings. 

Lodge facilities include a restaurant, bar, complimentary tea/coffee and free wifi.  

This area is a popular holiday destination for hikers, mountain bikers, canoeists, trout fishermen and those seeking a relaxing 

break amidst the fresh air and ever-changing landscapes of the beautiful Drakensberg Mountains.  

Nearby attractions include Garden Castle Nature Reserve with a range of beautiful hiking trails and Sani Pass, also known as 

the “Roof of Africa”, which takes you along a spectacular 9 km mountain road that snakes its way into Lesotho from the 

Drakensberg Mountains in South Africa. At the top you can enjoy a drink at the highest pub in Africa. 

Included :   Dinner, Bed & Breakfast  

                                                  

DAY 2                                                                                                       SANI MOUNTAIN LODGE, LESOTHO 
Ensuite Double/Twin Room  -  Dinner, Bed & Breakfast                                                              

This morning you will be collected by Roof of Africa Tours at 09:00 to start your 5 Day Guided Lesotho Overland Tour. You 

will depart Malachite Manor in a 4WD vehicle and proceed into Lesotho via the steeply snaking Sani Pass with amazing views 

of the Drakensberg escarpment and valleys below. The Sani Pass climbs from 1,500 m to 2,874 m above sea level with the last 

8 kms climbing nearly 1,000 m. The famous switchbacks overlooking the South African valleys are spectacular.  

After lunch at Sani Mountain Lodge, you will explore the area around the lodge. Situated on the plateau and right on the edge 

of the Sani Pass, it’s the perfect base to go on a leisurely hike on the plateau overlooking the Sani Pass or venture a little 

further on horseback. 

The villages of the Sani Top and Mokhotlong areas are some of the most remote villages in Lesotho. Get an inside look at the 

people living in this tough environment with a visit to a village.  

Tonight you will overnight at Sani Mountain Lodge which boasts the highest pub in Africa and where the views are 

breathtaking. Your accommodation is in a Double/Twin Room with Dinner and Breakfast included. 

 

DAY 3                                                                  MALIBA LODGE, TSEHLANYANE NATIONAL PARK, LESOTHO 
Ensuite Double/Twin Room  -  Dinner, Bed & Breakfast                                                              

An early breakfast this morning and then depart Sani Mountain Lodge, climbing further to the top of Black Mountain Pass at 

3,240m ASL – the base of a hike to the highest peak south of Kilimanjaro makes for a great photo stop! 

When Lesotho was under British protection, the trading post called Mokhotlong was often referred to as the ‘most remote 

outpost of the British Empire’ – a visit to this bustling town will give you a good understanding of modern life in the Lesotho 

Highlands.  

The route from Sani Top to Butha-bothe is often called the Roof of Africa route. Along the way you will see the world’s 

highest diamond mine at Letseng as well as Afriski Mountain Resort and countless villages and other picturesque scenes. 

Lunch is at one of the only ski resorts in Africa,  Afriski Mountain Resort.  

After lunch you tackle Tlaeeng Pass at 3,225m and Motebong Pass at 2820m. 

You now descend into the lowlands of the Butha-bothe area and visit the Bushman Paintings at Liphofung around 16:00. 



                                                                  
This area of Lesotho is more built up than the remote highlands from where you started. Then to your overnight 

accommodation at Maliba Lodge in Tsehlenyane National Park, arriving around 18:00. Your accommodation is in a 

Double/Twin Room with Dinner and Breakfast included.  

 

DAY 4                                                                                                BIRDHAVEN LODGE, HLOTSE, LESOTHO 
Double/Twin Room  -  Dinner, Bed & Breakfast                                                               

Departing Maliba Lodge around 08:00 this morning, your first stop is at the Dinosaur Footprints on the Subeng River, 

evidence that prehistoric life forms once roamed this area. If the river is in flood these ancient footprints are hidden to the 

world, but usually water levels are low enough to see them. 

Leribe Craft Centre is your next stop, a working craft centre where all products are handmade onsite, creating woven and 

knitted items made from mohair from the local and abundant Angora Goat. 

You now head back into the mountains via Mafika-lisiu pass and summit at 3,090 m ASL. Once again, beautiful mountain 

scenery awaits you.  

The Katse Dam is one of the most ambitious engineering projects ever undertaken in Africa, the continent’s second-largest double-

curvature arch dam. You will embark on a tour of this impressive dam and have a picnic lunch nearby. 

Along the way you will travel through the picturesque Bonkong Nature Reserve  

Then to Birdhaven Lodge where you will have dinner and overnight. Your accommodation is in a Double/Twin Room with 

Dinner and Breakfast included. 

 

DAY 5                                                                                                           SEMONKONG LODGE, LESOTHO 
Double/Twin Room  -   Dinner, Bed & Breakfast                                                              

This morning you will depart between 08:00 and 08:30 and travel to the Kome Caves, home to modern cave-dwellers. These 

caves were originally inhabited by clans escaping the Lifqane wars and cannabilism.   

Now make your way to Thaba Bosiu along the back roads which go through many rural villages. Thaba Bosiu is a cultural and 

historical centre of utmost importance to Lesotho.  

From Thaba Bosiu you drive into the capital city Maseru for lunch where you will gain a good understanding of modern-day 

city life in Lesotho and its blend of cultures. 

By 15:00 you head back into the highlands of Lesotho, going through the Mantsa Pass to the highland town of Semonkong. 

Depending on weather and water levels, you may go to the Maletsunyane Falls before checking into Semonkong to witness a 

breathtaking sunset. Then check in at Semonkong Lodge around 17:30 where you will have dinner and overnight. Your 

accommodation is in a Double/Twin Room with Dinner and Breakfast included. 

Semonkong Lodge, also known as the Place of Smoke, is located in the highlands of Lesotho and is set on the banks of the 

Maletsunyane River. Just down the river from the lodge, the mighty Maletsunyane Falls is one of the highest single drop 

waterfalls in Africa, creating a haze of smokey mist as the water plummets 186 m down into a spectacular gorge. This is how 

Semonkong got its name. 

The well-known Duck and Donkey Tavern and Restaurant provides a popular meeting place for both locals and guests and 

boasts affordable, delicious homemade meals and cold Maluti beers.    

 

DAY 6                                                                                                        MALACHITE MANOR, UNDERBERG                 
Double/Twin Room  -  Dinner, Bed & Breakfast   

This morning you will have an early breakfast and then hike or drive to the Maletsunyane Falls to view this spectacular natural 

site (if you didn’t see it the evening before). Then depart the Lesotho highlands via passes that enter South Africa at Qacha’s 

Nek. Snake your way through the last remote villages of Lesotho and cross the Senqu River again. Meander along the river 

valleys toward the border town of Qachas Nek.  

Once back in South Africa you will reach Matatiele around 13:00 where you will have lunch. From Matatiele you skirt the 

Drakensberg Mountains and return to Underberg along scenic back roads, arriving between 15:00 and 16:00.  

Spend another night at Malachite Manor on a Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis and enjoy the peace and tranquillity of this 

beautiful area. 

Included :   Dinner, Bed & Breakfast  

 

DAYS 7, 8 & 9                                                            GIANTS CASTLE RESORT, CENTRAL DRAKENSBERG 
Mountain View Chalet – Dinner,  Bed & Breakfast 

This morning you will be collected at 09:00 by EZ Shuttle who will transfer you to Giants Castle Resort in the Central 

Drakensberg, a journey of about 4 hours by road through the Kwazulu Natal Midlands to the foot of the dramatic 



                                                                  
Drakensberg Escarpment.   

Giants Castle Resort is located in the Central Drakensberg and is set on a plateau overlooking the deep valleys running down 

the face of the Drakensberg Escarpment. Giants Castle provides fantastic views for walkers, ramblers, hikers and enthusiastic 

mountain climbers. Bushman Rock Art is one of its many unique attractions. The popular vulture restaurant is open during 

winter for anyone wishing to observe the rare bearded vulture and other endangered species feeding. A visit to the Main Caves 

Museum to learn more about the Bushman people is highly recommended. 

You accommodation is in a Mountain View Chalet with Dinner and Breakfast included. Room facilities include an ensuite 

bathroom, lounge and dining area, and a fully equipped kitchen. Each chalet has a fireplace and barbeque area. All linen and 

towels are provided.   

There are many different hiking trails in Giants Castle Reserve. Maps can be purchased from the shop and from Reception. 

Some trails may require steep ascents and descents as well as the crossing of rivers.  

Take a walk to Main Caves to view Bushman Rock Art. The Bushmen are the original inhabitants of Southern Africa and the 

oldest living people in the world. Their unique rock art and hunter gatherer culture is fascinating. 

Main Caves is an extensively painted cave featuring over 500 Bushman rock paintings with a museum depicting the Bushman 

way of life. It is a half hour walk from Giants Castle Resort. Rock art tours of Main Caves are conducted every hour on the 

hour from 09:00 and the last tour of the day is 15:00. You will need to purchase a ticket for the rock art tour at Reception 

before you start the walk to Main Caves. 

Included :   Dinner, Bed & Breakfast  

 

DAY 10                                                        END OF SAFARI 
This morning you will be collected by EZ Shuttle and transferred to Pietermaritzburg Airport for your flight back to 

Johannesburg. 

We wish you a safe and thrilling journey that will leave lasting memories and a desire to return. 

 

 

WHAT TO BRING 

Torch, hat, sunscreen, binoculars, camera, batteries, chargers, sunglasses, walking shoes, swimsuit.  

 




